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up the whole of the apartment with an effulgence that
seemed more than natural, and which was reflected back
from the golden ornaments with which the walls and
ceiling were everywhere encrusted. Gold, in the figurative
language of the people, was the tears wept by the Sun,
and every part of the interior of the temple glowed with
burnished plates and studs of the precious metal. The
cornices which surrounded the walls of the sanctuary were
of the same costly material, and a broad belt of gold work,
let into the stone work, encompassed the whole exterior of
the edifice." How little do we know of that gorgeous
pomp, or solemn grandeur, which we have good reason to
believe attended in every region of the ancient world the
adoration of the glorious orb of day, since we find that a
nation totally secluded from all intercourse with our own
hemisphere, had arrived at such a state of civilisation.
Let us now, from Peru, direct our glance towards north-
western India, where we cannot but be delighted with the
guidance of Colonel Tod, the accomplished annalist of the
martial Rajpoots, the children of the Sun. *f At the
Jeipoor Court/' writes this energetic officer, " whose princes
claim descent from CUSH, the second son of RAMA, the
Bha'n Septimi' is peculiarly sacred. The chariot of the
sun, drawn by eight horses, is taken from the temple
dedicated to that orb, and moves in procession. In 'the
mythology of the Rajpoots, of which we have a better
idea from their heroic poetry than from the legends of
the Brahmins, the Sun-god is the deity they are most
anxious to propitiate; and in his honour they fearlessly
expend their blood in battle from the hope of being received
into his mansion. Their highest heaven is, accordingly,
the B'hant'han, or < B'hanu-loca/ The region of the
Sun."2 TAt Oodipoor the Sun has universal preference, his

1 The seventh day of the sun; called also the birth of tjie sun.
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